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A short history lesson

defensive alliances the Triple Entente (Frand@pmanians, Belgians, Greeks, Portuguese, Monteneg

United Kingdom, Russia and their colpogttéHungarians, Americans, Australians, Canadia
empires) and the Triple Alliance (Germjaayp anese é) .
AustridHungary, Italy and their colonial erpires)

formed to avodadwa}r bgtween the great powgfgym August 1914 to November 1918, blood flowed o
But the assassination of Archduke Fggfizf | orraine, as hundreds of thousands died.
Ferdinand, heir to the Adstiogarian Empire, 'Brom the Vosges massif, the only part of the fron

Sarajevo on 28 June 1914, changed the COLE?gn(&fe to see mountain fighting, to Verdun, site of

events. - The alliances came into play a[bdngaest battle in the war, taking in Meth was

regional conflict in the Balkans beAustta . :
Hungary and Russia turned first of all ine%(r)mgxed, and Nancy, which remained French, Lo
European conflict and then a world war was at the heart of the conflict. And today it still be

witness to its history. Meuse, through which the fron

19 1419 18 For 4 years, the world was 'ap from the Argonne to the-Birgl Salient, is an

war. The result was apocalyptic: 9.5 million dédtfegfional ligirconservatory of the First World Wa
missing, including 1.4 million French victims, 2 "®iM@AAS, testimonials to the fighting, places to aid
Germans anl.8 million Russians. understanding of History, memorial sites and place:

73.8 millidmen were mobilised all over the world quiet contemplation. These battlefield sites, all clos
each other, offer a chance to immerselfyiouinsstory
NdTon dirait que cela s'arrée mir as e e ? ?

,-\ t a time when Europe dominated the worldjFrenoch, Germans, British, Russians, Italians, Se
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Why?

v erdunl1916, 300 days, 300 nights of fightindg=or 300 days, troops from all over France poured int
M

The symbolic battle of the First World War Verdun (70% of the 8 million French soldiers mobilise
than any other city, Verdun became symhgdgsed through Verdun) aretame the focal point of
the Great War due to the intensity and durationtioé therld.

fighting there, which led to 700’0_00 casualties,-rwmhs which saw the longest battle of the Firs
Europearput also African and American. World War, which left behind it a ddaokdeape

After the annexation of Lorraine after the 1870estioyed and disfigured by the shelling, atabke ve
Verdun, a former garrison town in the 19th csateiyary where hundafdbousands of soldiets fel

became a strategic location just 50 km away frQma i, 2016, another way of looking at History
new border between France and Germany. Many

fortifications werelbbetween 1874 and 1914, as if /@y, people of all generations come here to rememt
preparation for a future conflict foretold. and to try to understand the First World War and th

_ _ terrible chain of events that pushed humanity into th
In February 1916, while the first great battles of @P&g\é@{/.

were raging on other fronts, the German Co|¢i1n=nar§|/9|t-%-|[I the richest "Great Waritage in the world
Chief Falkenhayn decided to launch an offens\l)/e to '

subjugate thErench. And Verdun found itself in tﬁ%du_n, and more widely I__orrame, represents
istorjcal asset and an authentic place of remembranc

midst of a battle that would last 300 days. Less Eﬁgg'hﬁat bear the scars of War, displays oAdhe day

armed and with fewer men (fewer than 650 gunayaﬂ\(;es of soldiersl aivilians during the Great War,

mortars comparaithl,400 longer range guns on 8uc€tional malgns that explain what led to the
i

other side), _the two French divisions that et and the sequence of events from the first battls
themseles facing the German 5th army had onl¥oo[ﬂ8 armistice

duty: to resist.
As wellas the traditional visits, educational and

On 21 Februa_ry at 7.am, on the_North f_ront the GE ning animations suitable for all the family hav

began poundl_ng the enemy lines with shells e veloped, and there are pfespiportunities for

callb_res. In spite of the French defences, they a%aﬂﬁﬁ that combine sport and culture among the plac

and in a few days gained bet/aed 8 km of terrainyt remembrance. There are new tours and itinerarie

On 24 February, the French defence was crushgﬂd %eraotive tools to see the places where our histo

the 25th, the Germans took Fort Douaumont. n¢o1ded in a new light and which bear witness t
FranceGerman recottiation and the construction of
modern Europe.
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Map of the combat zones

Verdun battlefield

Behind the German lines

Argonne

SaintMihieBalient

Behind the French lines

VRN @

Details of over 40 Great War sites in Meuse on
the free app
"AUTOUR DE VERDUN"

— -
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A3 August
A10 August
August

A1920 August

Beginning of the First World War
First battle on Lorraineasdlangiennes en Meuse

Battle of the Frontiers in Lorraine and in the Belgian Ardennes; the French
retreated

Battle of Morhange

A6-13 September Battle ahe Marne
ASeptembeOctober The Race to the Sea as far as theSsiartind end of the war of movement

Aune

A21 February

A25 February

A6 March
A7 June
A11 July

A13 September The city of Verdun awarded the Legion of Honou

A3 November
k18 December

).

Stabilisation of the frontdiaeh side gathered its forces to prepare for a long w
Beginning of mine warfare in Argonne andparges

21 February18 December Battle of Verdun 1916

First German offensive launched on the right bank—t_ u
take Verdun ey
Fighting in the Bois des Caures, where Colonel D& f”‘

Fort Douaumdaken by the Germans
Philippe Pétain took command of operations at Vel
setting up his headquarters in Souilly town hall
Setting up of the Voie Sacrée (Sacred Way)

First German offensive on the left bank of the Mel
Fort Vaux takenthg Germans |
Last German push towards Veidhting at Fleury &
devanDouaumont, which changed hands 16 times
10 months. Fort Soutadliel out. Deprived of troops

by the Battle of the Somme, the German General -
Staff gave up on its offensive strategy i

Fort Vaux taken back by the French
End of thBattle of Verdun (right bank)
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A6 April United States' entry into the War

August The French took back the left bank
of the Verdun battlefield {Ntmmime, Cote 304)

A1215 SeptembeFranceAmerican offensaed victory at the Sadittiel Salient
A26 September Beginning of the MeAsgonne Offensive by the US First Army
AL1 November  Signing of themistice by the Germans at Rhetondes

A28 June Signing of the Treatyefsailles

£10 November Choice of the Unknown Soldier at Verdun
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A multHfaceted

programme
of events

2 isthe centenary of the First World War's longest battle: Verdun 1916,
016300 days, 300 nights of fighting,

700,000 caaliies from all over the wérlsymbol of the commitment and

the suffering of man. To foster the transmission of values and the
understamag of history, what we have to do is inform as many people as
possible, and reach out to the younger generation.

And so, beginning on the 21 February, the anniversary of the beginning of the
Battle of Verdun, an exceptional programme of eventsinveitieblebla

Meuse alongside the official commemolasiongatvocatias) themed

exhibitions, demonstrations of military manoeuvres, air shows, sporting
eventse

See the "Verdun 2016" programme of eventsvon:verdun2016.org
Direct link to consutinly the themes you are interestedvwyw.meuse
grandeguerre.fr/fr/agenda

5 From 22 February to 31 March 29 May: the French
0 H n Mc o +ChawdRsdzy President visits

S Elysées, a century for peace. Verdun

LL

put together an exhibition on the Champs ceremony arouaumont

Elysées in Paris, prepared by Ldioiseau Francois Hollande and German
using photographs by Michael Sheil, official Chancellor Angela Merkel will
photographer of the Commonwealth War Graves inaugurate the new Verdun
Commission. Over some @0(ear the Grand Memorial musetrRocused on
Palaighis exhibition will be completed, during launch youngpeople, this ceremony will
week, by a visitor information area on the historic take place in the presence of 4,000

sites and possibilities for staying in Verdun, Meuse French and German young people,
and Loaine. to symbolise peacea anity, but

also the knowledge of their shared
history.

2 Ministry of Defence

1916H nmMcC €
Tbunch this year of special events, Meuse has n theoccasion of the official
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battlefleld sites

A visit to the Verdun Battlefield is an essential step
in understanding the intensity thie fighting, the S IteS
life of the solders and the artillery duel that marked

the Great War.

idea of the Memorial to preserve an area of the shatter

The completely refurbished earth in memory of all the soldiers of the Great War, tt
Verdun Memorial gains an newdisplays are centred on a 1@udmvisual exhibit
extra floor that evokes the dramatic experience aintbatants

on a devastated battlefield. A crypt takes the visitor in

n the heart of the Battlefield, ip@ fragile personal space of a soldier under heav
I Verdun Memorial, which first opedigtfire.

in 1967 under thatronage of Frenc®n the first floor, visitors enter the geopolitical context

Academiciaand war veteran the battle. This second level introducesttngorsthe

Maurice Genevoix, is one of the most impaviatars, gunners aniitary staff involved in the battle,

Great War museums in Europe. It isnalsdf the as well as life immediately behind thevhieeghe
only museums built on the actual site of a battle
After 2 years of renovation and extension work
reopening symbolically scheduled in February 2(
Verdun Memoriabffers a higkguality museun
experience.
An extra floor offers a unique panoramic view th.
visitors to understand how thb eas shattered a
the landscape transformed and then rebuilt than
remarkable management by the national f
commission, the ONF, of Fhisr ° t dr®) &
conservatory of authentic Great War remains

The scenography medicsvorkedirelessly.

Spread over thresels, a collection of 2,000 objecfdndhe toftoor entirely created for 2016, the Memorial's
multitude of photographs, many previously uwédergpen up onto the surrounding countryside and
French and Gernersonal accoungd exceptionaYisitor can visualise the changes to the landscape than
audiovisual exhibits provide insights into the expérigteiactive kiosks.

of soldiers from all horizons who came here to figithere is a temporary exhibition space, a documentatic
As soon as they enter, visitors are invited to situsdattbe (whose collection can be consulted on
Battle of Verdun in time and History, and then to felwdocumentation.memaidun.fr a lounge area

the footsteps of a soldier on his way to the fronandTdeeachingpro.

ground floor is dedicated to the experience of the French Allow at least 1 hr 30 for your visit.
and German frontlinédgers. Faithful to the founding Information: Mémorial de Verdun
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Douaumont Ossuary and National Necropolis

heconstruction of the Douaumont and uniforms and objects that belonged to |
I Ossuary began in 18g€neiritiative ~ 2nd German soldiers.
o]

A film, "Verdun, Men of Mud", is also projec
ethe Ossuary
Pn front of the Ossuary lies the National

. Necropolis, an immense cemetery where
The monument consists of ank?&é long 16,000 French soldiest To the west of

cloister housing the tombs containingtﬁgecemetery, there is a monument
remains of 130,000 unidentified French,gagduring the memory of the Jewish soldie
German dders and the flame Qqfho fell, with the pages of a bible with an
remembrance, which burns on cerempyigliption in Hebrew. To the east there is
occasions, a chapel and ande high monument honouring the memory of the
tower, called the Lantern of the Dead, whisfindead.

offers a panoréc view of the entire Information: Ossuaire de Douaumont
battlefield. Half way up the tower there+as §0)3 29 84 54 81 / www.vdaliaumont.com
war museum contaimmlitary equipment

Mgr Ginisty, Bishop of Verdun, who
wanted to give a decent burial to the m
who fell at the Battle of Verdun.

Fort Douaumont, a major military
prize in the Battle of Verdun

Fort Vaux, a symbol
of courage and heroism

ort Douaumont was the fter taking Fort Douaumont, the

Flargest and strongest fort AGerman army made Fort Vaux
inthe Verdun fortifications. But at the one of its

beginningf the First World War, the Information: Fort de

French general staff no longer believed Douaumont

in the usefulness of fixed fortifications, as T.+33(0)32984 4191

they had become convinced that only an www.tourisreeuse.com

offensive would secure victory. The

destruction of the FraBetgian farin

Meug seemed to confts ideaOn 5

August 1915 a decree was signed authorising the withdrawal of the

garrisonsthe weapons amdunitions and the supplies from the

forts, therefoleavinghe fort vulnerable.

Considered as the centrepiece of the belt of fortificatitimg prot

the city of Verdun, it was taken by surprise on 25 February 1916,

four days after the beginning of the Battle of Verdun, and would be

occupied by the German army for eight months. It would provide

shelter for its troops and an essential foothvataiith@nable it to

continue its offensive. In spite of several attempts to recapture the

fort, it was only on 24 October 1916 that it was taken back by the

French army. To better understand the strategic role played by this

fort and its emotional impactparticular for the Germans, a

multimedia guide is available for individual visitors: a touch screen

device with numerous films and photographs taken at the time,

documents from the archives, commentaries and personal stories. A

new way of discovenvitat there is to see on the site: a barrack

room, the 155 mm gun turret or the cemetery with the tombs of 600

German soldiers. A new exhibition will be opening in 2016.

Press contacts: CDT Me@wistel RIGOLO

VE m T. +33 (0)3 29 45 78 40
4 c.rigolot@cdtmeuse.frcRT
Lorraine Carine DELANMBEICH 8
T.+33 (0)3 838001 89



main bjectives and concentrated its irtfaopyg 0 the right bank

of the Meusét the beginning of March 1916, the Germans, who
had managed to get within a few hundred yards of the fort, began a
hundredlay siege. Inside the fort, under a delugerpfiiagtiltbe
resistance was organised in spite of shortages of provisions and
water.

On 1June thé&ermans reached the fort. From 2 to 7 June
1916, thanks to the heroism of Major Raynal and his garrison,
the fort held off the Germandblsion, baifter some very

hard fighting, the defendeshausted, were forced to
surrender. However, the Germans failed to take Verdun and in
the autumn, they abandoned Fort Vaux.

Today guided tours lasting 45 minutes and a multimedia guide
take you back in timediscover this place, a symbol of
French heroism, and the epic story of its commander, Major

Raynal and his last carrier pigeon.
Information: Fort de Vaux T. +33 (0)3 29 88
32 88 www.verdumeuse.fr
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Les Jardins du Mess

The oldofficers' mess converted into
an upmarket hotel and restaurant in Verdun

T 4 o s = il SO
‘ e, o - = = "ge‘.._r(.:\l ",‘_

’il—-j N

‘:]'.:ha-rr‘ .
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- ","""‘-

I In the heart of Verdun city centre, overlooking 75, -r Ahgmi d ooms at U4l1l4c

the River Meuse, in 2016 the old Officers messo ms at 0110. 24 rooms
becomes the "Les Jardins du Mess". This new name Information: Les Jardins du §less
is intended to emphasise the natural setting and the T.+33(0)3 2980 14 18
diversity of the potential for stays in Verdun. Situated www.lesjardinsdumess.fr

in an elegant 19th century brick and stone building with
amansad roof, the hotel and restawaentiecorated

in a contemporary style. Tl are entirely Short breaks in the
dedicated to tijeestsivelbeing: lobby, hotel, Logis de Meusat
restaurant, bar, spa, wooded grounds are all b rgain prices
conducive to a relaxing stay. Before retiring to one o?'

the rooms, guests can linger ialth@tion area with or the CliEl Vel centen.
its sauna and Jacuzzi overlooking the hotel groundp. Logis de M_euse I EIEI .
Treatments and massagesalso available. stays for p”}’ate guizsis ranging

In the ground floor restaurant, which can seat up {0 a U0 @ u oL o DEe per p
hundred guests, the chef will awaken your taste b&u%eat way t(.) _c!lscover th_e S 0itions
with his "bistronomic" cuisifiering dishes made Sy EET CEONIES GMEENIEEE B9 PEN Ui

from quality fresh organic produce. The restauranta emorations, these stays at "bargain” prices

bar also have terraces overlooking the grounds."B EeEdedsHenEiahap NEfoeaiiebgin 2 hotel
[

the first floor a fully equipped, modular reception #&'ﬁ\fn's S ADEOET EILLELS GO AR s

can host up to 150 people for banquets or seminars. ated o .to iz plaqes_ i remembrance_.
The hotel has 4fbms, from 19 tostim for private ome offers include admission to one of the sites

guesss 7 suites at 0240, %ra\é's{}?ésm'ior rooms at
Information: www.tourigme@se.com
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footsteps of the soldiers
of the Great War

Meuse is full of sites that transport you, that grab you and give you the impression that you are walking
in the footsteps of those that "made"” Verdun, quite simply with no fuss and no need for commentaries...
Mause also offers sites that use scenography and digital tools to help
the visitor to identify with and understand what life was like for the men here 100 years ago.
An idealeducational approach to complement a visit to the Verdun battlefield.

h IN VERDUN

The underground citadel: logistics
centre,general staff,

choice of the Unknown

Soldier

Logistics centre during the wanntherground

citadel at Verdun could accommodate 2,000 mel
featured a bakery, a telegraphtre, kitchens,
dormitoriesick bays, six powder stores... Origin
built in the 17th century, with further galleries du
beween 1886 and 1893, thisssiteed as a rear
base for the soldiers during the Battle of Verdun.
also here that the Unknown Soldier was ithose
1920. The visit takes place aboard a small train w
audioguide. The audiovisual animations and ex
provide an insight into the daily life of the soldie
this underground city, an idea of the mili
organisation and a picture of thealiwegins and
stories of the soldiers, volunteers or conscl
involved in this war.

Information: Citadelle Souterraine

T.+33(0)329 84 84 42
www.citadelsouterraineerdun.fr
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or the 20th anniversary of Europe's largest

sound and light show on the Great War, thg
organisers, tl@nnaissance de la Mass®ciation,
have prepared a largely modified event this yea
new scenes evoking the daily life of the soldiers,;
behind the front line, Verdun under the flames.
Acted out by 250 French and German voluntee
show appeals to a wide audierfical geographicd
origins and generations, who are touched b
message of peace and hope it puts across.
Spectators who wish to take part in the show themselves
are invited to come and ths installations and theosethe Friday evening, tteewatch the performance
immediately afterwards. On the Saturday, kitted out with an "actor" badge and a role card, they will be a
a costume and, guided by one of the volunteer actors, step on stage to take part in this histemical piec
photo at the end of the show!
Dates: every Friday and Saturday evening from 17 June to 30 July 2016
Also noteConnaissance de la Mews® created an app "Champs de Bataille Verdun" (available on Apple
and Google) which offers users an ionmetgithe fighting of the Great War with videos reconstituting eve
numerous images from theamdehistorical commentaries, to enable thertheo1844. 8 sites in Meuse at
their own pace.

Information: Connaissance de la Meuse
T. +33 (0)3 29 80 00 cdm@cdm55.fr / www.speetactizin.com/

Prestige weekend with "Des Flammes... a la lumiere"
2 days/1 night including overnight stay astéineHéstellerie du Chateau des Monthai

including breakfast, dinner and a VIR com
thescenesdackstage visit, seat indffeial box, free booklet on the 14/18 war or progr ,
drinks after the show, car parking clo y €)

Pr i ce: peséovalid froenrl7 June to 23 July 2016.
Information: T. +33 (0)3 29 84 50 00
www.spectaelerdun.com

A
’
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ELSEWHERE IN MEUSE

Remains of the trenches
at the SaintMihiel Salient

ituated 35 km sowmthst of Verdun, the Shiihiel
S Salient was taken early in the war by the Germans, |
1914, to cuffahe route between Nancy and Verdun and
hinder French supply lines.
In spite of fierce fighting throughout the war, it was only taken &
in 1918 with the support of the Americans. Today numerc
remains of the trenches can still be seen, in an exceptional stat
conservation: here you appreciatehe famous fateface
aspect of the war, as it has remained in our collective memory.
The trenches, often lined with concrete on thes{@efroan be
seen from above, figpacial platforms.
SaintMihiel Salient-18 war sites:
- ApremoHdg&Forét, the Bavarians' aoffighac trenches
with their firing steps and gun ports;
- Bois Brdlé, famous for the command given by an NCO named Péricard
les morts"Dead men, aris€d April 1915), and location of the Gobess
German hospital.
- the Croix des Redoutes,oascerected in 1925 in memory of the French
troops who fought here.
These different sites can be visited at your leisure. Guided tours are orge
by the Ciur de L or roffeisan educttionalractigity
for schoolchildren, "DauRPiou au Poilu” so that they can discover history |
an interactive way in the $4imel Salient trenches.

Information:
www.coeurdelorrafoarisme.fr

The Butte de Vauquois: bearing
witness to mine warfare

Q fter the stabilisation of the front line, faced with the Information:

L6Association des
Vauquois et de sa Région

T.+33 (0)3 B 73 15
http://butteauquois.fr

impossibility of advancing on the ground, the French and
German armies resorted to mines. This was the case at Le
Eparges, a site well known thanks to Maurice Genevoix's book
"Ceux de 14Ttfe Men of 1914nd in the Argonne area between
the Marne and Verdun.
The village of Vauquois wasiktechin February 1915
duringpitter fighting that literally cut tigghdilButte™) in,
two, completely changing the landscape. Today, aq
the Butte de Vauquois overlooking the impressive
made by the explosives and the restored Freng
German trenches is free. Guided tours of the unde
living quarteese available with advanced booking &
small donation to support the association. Howe
number of visitors is limited for safety reasons
preserve the site.
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The Ravine du Génigs

he Ravin du Génie is situated about fifteen kilometres from Verdun alongs
Route de la Hav@devaucheée, in the northern part of the Ldohesad€his site §
was occupied by the 1st engimegisent, which played a key role in mine wag

in Argonne. It was used to store engineering materials and equipment (caves i@
storing ammunition, gunpowder and explosives, cgraedtasticving quarters for t
men (kitchen, dormitories, etc.). It was blown up by the Americans in 1918 to p#

Germans trying to occupy it, and after that it remained untouched for almost a g@
Ravin du Génie was unique in thecaligcited, filtered and stored water to distribu
the combat zones. The site has recently been restored and an open air maseuj
June 2015

Open all year round.
Information: www.touriangenné 418.fr

Museum of the soldier's daily life
during the Great war

uns, bayonets, munitions are on showlbegewitmess tins, shoes,
Cwo oden pipes 48" museum Is Be froik @f the work 4f
one man, Jedraul de Vries. For over 30 years, thisnpéssollector
has beerpickingup all the objects abandoned around the village of
Romagne by French, American and German soldiers during the Grea
War. A painstaking task that today enables visitors to imagine what life
was like for the soldiers. Hauwecgn touch the objects, be surprised by
the weight of the guns, read newspapers from the period and even
soldiers' letters...
To complement the visit to the museuRadéder Vries organises walks
around the battlefields around Ros@gsMontfaucon
Contact: T. +33 (0)3 29 85 1@vAv.romagnel8.com

Further afield

The "Voie Sacree", Verdun's lifeline
T heonly route linking the rear lines with the battlefields

Voie Sacré&écred Wayso named by writer Maurice
Barresn reference to the Roman "Via Sacra" the route
the Roman Triumf#ads from B&rDuc to Verdun. During the
months of the Battle of Verdun, day and night it carried
2,400,000 men and thousands of tonnes of munitions and §
Commenmative milestones topped with a French soldier's
and decorated with a mapgittamark each kilometre of the road
The Musée de la Voie Sacrée in Souilly, housed in the town
served as the headquarters of the French Second Armyfang
the American First Army, tells the story of this legendary road
It will be officially opened on the occasion of the Centena
Voie Sacrée on 23 and 24 April.
Contact: T. +33 (0)6 75 82 81 29%
www.voksacree.com

VOIE

SACREE
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Centenary

Escapade

on the Voie
Sacrée

2 days/1 night, all inclusive, for 2
people, including 1 night in a double
room at the -8ar Auberge du
Moulin Haut**with continental
breakfast served in your room, a
"Formule Campagriénner for two
and 2 admissions to the Musée
Barrois in B Duc.

room

Optional: 3@inute flight from the
HautsdeChée aerodrome, flying
over the nia remembrance sites in
the Centre of Meuse. Chate
several circuits.

Information:
www.tourisme

"Histoires 1418"

etween 1914 and 1918, the First World War was mainly played out on the Western
Front. A 7&Kllometre long front line running from the North Sea to Switzerland,“
which the largest battles of the Great War were fought: Mabheyniragse,

Ver dun, t he Somme

A century later, reporter Augustin Berger, commissioned to write a book about the fg
of the war, set out to find the last peopldestil tell their stddne question haunted
him: what were those millions of soldiers who werdatl# thtoking? How did those

Price: U89 per p €

TheSré de Riviereforts
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General Séré de Riviesith reinforcing the defences
along the new Frei&drman border. He had a fortified
system built that ran from Belfort to Epinal and from Tc
to Verdun.
It is possible to visit some of the forts, such #sS¢éiley
where a narrow gauge train, e dime, takes you round the
site and offers stunning views of the Woévre plain. Anott
example: the Fort d'Uxegney (near Epinal), the only fortifica
that has remained intact. See also: the fortifications at Troy
which victoriously resisted Gdoorabing in September 1914,
saving Verdun from encirclement; the fortsaudtmsCotes,
which served as a rear base for the Americans; the Fort
Liouville (Hauts de Meuse), which halted the invasion
Apremont and Marbotte during the First \WarelawWBoul, the
Fort du Vieux Canton, and in the western Vosges, the Fort
Bourlémont, a major component in the defence system along
Eastern border.

Q fter the 1870 war, the French general staff charge

Information: www.tourigmaine.fr
www.tourismmeuse.com

app

, the Chemin des Dames

who survived cope? This is the story of a world war that was mainly played out on

Western front in Europe.

App available from Apple Store and Google Play.

VRN @
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he-role of theAmeric
N the Great\Nar

The United States officially entered the First World We ]
6 April 1917, when President Wilson declared war '

Germany. It was the first time the Uritiedes would be
fighting outside its own territory with a real army.
This official entry into the war came at a time whengs
French and British were in great difficulties. The A
would launch the ffensives at Saimihiel (July
September 1918) anddeArgonne (Octobédovember
1918), before crossing the Rhine.
When the Armistice was signed, there were 1894 000

American troops on French soil. As well as taking part in Sommediey#leuse): American
the fighting, the Americans would also be involved in ~ ambulance corpghicles leaving for the
rebuilding several towns Meuse. Wealthy private donors front, section®)

and various institutis would fund the constructicof 15 August 1916. Photographer:
town halls, schools, hospices, memorials, stich as the Pierre Machard. © ECPAD

Tranchée des Baioettes (Bayonet Trench) and the village
of Hattonchatel.

From East to West, the American memorials

These attacks explain why today Meuse has the greatest nu
American memorials (the two largest cemeteries, over 50 monume
steles).

The tribute to the soldiers in Argonne
ominating the Arme plain, the Montfautmney erected an
Dmaintained by the American Battle Monuments Comm
surmounted by a statue symbolising liberty. Standing
60 m highit commemorates the American army's victory in the Meuse
Argonne Offensive and th&ingtaf Montfaucon hill on 26 and 27
September 1918 staircase leads to an observation platform at the top of the column with magnificent v
the ground won in this offensive, at thbetigreatest battle in American histstgne's throwvay lies the
MeuseéArgonne American Cemetery, the largest American cemetery in Europe with 14,246 crosses.
|l nf or mati on: Of fice de Tour i-svwwetoudsoaegBrend/448.frd 6 Ar g o
American Battle Monuments Comnuagwm@bmc.gov

Press contacts: CDT Me@mwistel RIGOLOT
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http://www.abmc.gov/

Montsec American Monument

theatre of fighting throughout the First Word War. Todé

several monuments still bear witness to these events,
including thglontsec American Memoiballt by the United States
in 1932 on th&utte de Montseaill.Built of Euville stone, it consists
of a circular colonnade in the marm@redk temple, with a bronze
relief map at its centre showing the American units that foud
SaitMihiel Salient. It offers a magnificent pan@mwanoicthe Lac
de Maohe and thileuse hills.

American Battle Monuments Commission: www.abrfesge

I n the East of the Deparit, the Saibtihiel Salient was the

Centenary Ecapade in Cotes de Meuse wine country

2 days/1 night for 2 people, including: overnight stay in a double
room at the-star Hoétel Restaurant des CédeedMeuse,
breakfast anMénu Lorrdinlinner.
Also included for centenary stays: a visititetbeller at the
Domaine de Il&Goulotte de SaMauricsousesCotes
(producers of red, white and "grey" Cotes de Meuse wines, using
traditional methoddso fruit brandies: Mirabelle and Quetsche
plums, pear, sloe, cream of Mirabelle liqueur).
1418 centenary visits within easy reach of the hotde Hauts
Meuse (Les Eparges) and -Bhime¢l Salient battlefields. Price:
U54.50 per person.
Informationww.tourisra@euse.com/
www.coeurdelorraioarisme.fr

14-18 Centenary Escapade (VareneesArgonne)

Special Centenary stay including 3 days of visits.
4 days/ 3 nights for one perso
guest house (in réanesenArgonne) with breakfast, packed |
"t abl e" ededihgintead,sa guide for the visits, admission
(where applicable), tasting of regional produce.
Details of the visits:
Day 1the Haute Chevauchée, the Kronprinz shelters, theGZnia;
Day 2: the Butte de Vauquois (visit of the underground gallerie
1st Sunday of each month), Varennes museum.
Day 3: Montfaucon American Cemetery, Reonalgloatfaucon
museum, the MontfauEamwe r , t asting of regional produce.
This package can be adapted.
Information: www.tourisme@se.com

Of fice de Touri sme du Pawevtardregagoedd8sd @ T
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One of the main aims of the Verdun 2016 commemorations is to encourage intergenerational
transmission. The idea is to provide the younger generation with the keys to understanding the
Great War and to encourage them to reflect on the lessons of Historge@bwith this sensitive
subject, numerous entertaining educational activities have been devised by the local tourist
authorities in order to provide families with tailored responses to their desirdind out more
about history and remember the past. 8$e activities provide opportunities to create some
instructive and entertaining exchanges between children, parents and grandparents.

The Quest for the Bayonet with friendly fré@drouille la Grenouille

adrouille la Grenousle game designed for children abgavbich aims to deal with

the Battle of Verdun in an original and recreational way. Vadrouille la Grenouille is v
he has lost his bayonet on the Verdun battlefield. You must help him t@finthies weap
stages, starting from the Tranchée des Baionnettes (Bayonet Trench) and passing thro
Douaumont Ossuary, the destroyed village -ofefFédpuaumont and Forts Douaumont
and Vaux, children will have fun solving a series of puaklesfdmbthe game is available
free from Verdun Tourist Office or the Battlefield sites, or it can be dowrdoadbsditeom
www.vadrouillelagrenouille.eu

Follow the guides!

Gaspard the Rat Gaston the Pigeon

at Fort Douaumont at Fort Vaux
nother game booklet, t@aston au Fort de
In the form of a game bookleGémpard le Raf— \VauX guide.

au Fort de Douauniogtide is designed to help If they falv the indications given by Gaston, a
families approach the history of the fort and thepigedity in &Poilu'uniform who kn®the site inside
of war, in a style suitable for children. The littleowt youngsters will be able to see the dovecote, the
his Poild (French soldier's) uniform, lives in the®ormand post, the communications station, the
and has witnessed the terrible fighting at the Batileges bunker with its two 745 mm guns. During the
Verdun. He tells his story to the children and \iisiitethewvill discover the important role played by
them to follow him. Heshdw them some of tlimals during the Great War.
most emblematic parts of the Fort: the main gun turret,
the communications trench, the German cemetery. Information: www.vacasiasslleneuse.fr
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ThePass Lorrainghe Treasure h unt

passport to all the

remembrance sites
Ideal for familiesTe Pass Lorraine, free and available

In the footsteps
of Sister Gabrielle

to all, allows you to visit all the region's most
prestigious tourist sites, whilst benefiting from veitable figure of the Great War, Sister
numerous advantagésoid queng, enjoy free drinks, abriellestayed irClermortnArgonne for
special offers, gifts and other deals thanks to thighe entire 4 years of thetwéake care of the
passport that turns its holders into veritable VIPssick in the village, French or German. In
Remembrance sites included in the Pass: the Worlgarticular, thanks to her care, Camille Guéret,
Peace Centre in Verdun;Dies flammes a la luniiéere ~ who was suffering from dysentery, survived the
show, the Verdun underground cKadesl,Vaux and War.
Douaumont é

www.passlorraine.com

In this treasure hunt, you will tkéndodor
some reasure hidden by Sister Gabrielle, with
( ) the help of Camille,RPoiltl (French soldier)
Exhibition during the Great War. Children are invited to
hunt for the treasure during the course of a wall
packed with clues. Starting out from Locheres
o ] they ca borrow a handheld GPS device from
Rintintin go off to war: . :
the war as seen througf the Tour_lst Office or use a Smartphone
, . (geocaching app to download for free) and
children’s eyes Centre follow the trail step by step to Claon in order tc
Culturelet Touristique find the hidden objects. And all those who
du Pays doHt aingnadefotwdrk Hul the message left by Sistel
Featuring photos and posters, toys and school [booksill get a reward when they return to the Touris
the exhibitiorustrates the impact of the Great Wgr on OfficeOf f i ce de Touri s me
children's lives. T. +33 (0)3 29 88 42 22
Information: www.tourigmaine.fr www.tourisrregonnd 418.fr
T. +33 (0)3 29 87 205)

From 1 June to 30
December Nénette and
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